
Chairman’s Chat     

Dear Members 

Well things are now improving, we are all getting out more and enjoy-
ing seeing friends and family after such a long time.  Hopefully, clubs 
will be opening within the next few months,  something to look forward 
to. 

 
Moving on from February.  The Flowers from the Heart of the Home was very         
successful and viewed by so many people.  Headquarters requested to put it on to the 
National Website which we agreed could happen. 
 

The South Midlands Area has entered the Chairman’s Challenge every month so do look at the title for June, 
and just enter as it does make you think about flower arranging again instead of just putting flowers in a vase 
which I must say I have been guilty of.  The title for June is 'Wedding Time'. 
 
We had our lead up to Easter with an arrangement put on the Website and Facebook every day, it was the first 
thing I looked at over my cup of coffee every morning.  I know you will all agree that the flowers were stun-
ning so different even with the same flowers, no arrangement looked the same.  We have an amazing amount 
of talent in the South Midlands. 
 
In March we had our Zoom demonstration with Bev Short, a lovely evening with 145 members attending. 

 
We have now had the results of the NAFAS Virtual National Show and what success the South Midlands had.  
We had a First with Janet Cooper, a Third with Simone Squire,  Very Highly Commended with Florence 
Scannell,  Highly Commended with Janet Cooper, Highly Commended with Betsy Scannell and Commended 
Lynda Stamp.  WHAT A RESULT !!!! 
 
The sale of Osborne House moves on with the Board carefully exploring every avenue to make sure that the 

best result is achieved.  It is a long and arduous process and I don’t envy them the task ahead. I will keep    
everyone advised of progress as soon as I know anything. 

 
I would like the interest in our Facebook and Website to keep going, so if anyone has anything beautiful in 
their garden please take a photograph and let me have it. 

 
We have sent out to your Club Chairman dates for your diary, mostly next year, when we will be celebrating 
our DIAMOND ANNIVESARY  in style. 

 
On July 31st we are having a get together tea party hosted by myself and the committee, it will be held at my 
home, just tea and cakes and a long awaited chat.  Don’t worry there will be a marquee but let’s hope the 
Gods are kind to us and we have sunshine.  More information will follow on the tea party when we have it 
sorted. 

 
I hope everyone is keeping safe and well and looking forward, hopefully, to a long hot summer. 

   Annette                                     
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Our Clubs are opening their doors again! 

FEA (Floral Education Association) 

On a very wet Saturday in May with the wind howling and the rain tumbling down, the members of FEA 
had their first workshop meeting for 14 months. Working within the rules and regulations of Covid, the 
members gathered with their materials and flowers ready to set to work and more importantly, catch up 
with friends not seen for such a long time. 

 

The session began with a short AGM, not only to welcome everyone but formally 
begin the new season of workshops. The formalities out of the way and every-
one eager to get to work, Louisa Rigden set the task for all to attempt. Louisa 
had taken a simple picture frame removed the backing and glass and with test 
tubes attached to a strip of cardboard she attached this to the frame. This was 
then backed with and identical piece of card, thus hiding the tubes. With the card 
then decorated and adorned with discs of wood, shells or any item of a vast 
wide of choice she had brought along, the  
flowers were finally added to the tubes and the 
design complete. A simple but very affective 
and attractive design. 

 

The hall was very soon filled with chatter,     
cutting, gluing, spraying and everyone busily 
enjoying themselves. All this activity produced 
varied designs so different from each other, 

proving that the floral imagination has not been dimmed by the recent 
strange times. All agreed that the meeting was a great success. 

 

After thanking Louisa for creating such an imaginative workshop     
members were reminded that our next meeting is on 25th September 
2021 with Jayne Edmonds at Shrewley Village Hall.  

 

New members are welcome and all enquiries to Ellie Meaking at ellie-
bungalow@gmail.com  

Solihull Flower Club held their first meeting this week since last September and what a treat it was.  An array of beau-

tiful summer designs were created by our two 'resident demonstrators' Minh Lane and Margaret Rumens.  Who would 

have thought of re-cycling Charlie Bigham food containers in such a creative way? Although we were fewer in number 

due to the covid restrictions it was so good to be back and we meet again on 7th July when we have Andrew Lloyd 

demonstrating. 



The Flower Club of Market Harborough 

Zooming Fun with Flowers! 

 

After almost 12 months without being able to meet to enjoy a demonstration 
or workshop, The Flower Club of Market Harborough took a brave step into 
the world of Zoom with our very first live online demonstration in February 
2021! 

We had been quite successfully ‘zooming’ for our committee meetings – 
aside from small technical hitches with ‘unstable internet connections’ and 
learning how to mute ourselves to avoid interruptions from various back-
ground noises – and we had even held our      
Annual General Meeting via Zoom in October, 
chaired by our President Richard Twiselton. 

Three of our members – Sharon Badger, Shirley Henderson and Lynda Stamp 
who will be known to many of you as Area demonstrators – bravely volunteered 
to create a Zoom demonstration for the club. It was a steep learning curve for us 
all [including a slightly nervous ‘zoom host’ - aka me!] and Sharon, Shirley & 
Lynda met virtually to plan their designs. We then had a trial run on Zoom to 
check out such matters as lights, camera, room set-up & most importantly, how to 

switch from one person to another on screen as they were 
doing a joint demonstration, working individually in their 
own homes, and two arrangements each in rotation! No pressure there at all! 

So, on 10th February, joined by nearly 40 of our members, we were treated to a  
fabulous demonstration “Anything Goes!” - as you can see from the photographs, 
their designs were amazing and the whole Zoom experience was hailed a success. 
It wasn’t possible to hold a virtual raffle so it was decided that the arrangements 
would be taken by the demonstrators to local members and places in the community 
who would appreciate them. 

In March, it was the turn of Richard Twiselton who led a workshop “Easter Joy” for 
us – some members made their designs in real time on Zoom at home & others 
did theirs later and sent us photographs to share on our Facebook page 
#marketharboroughflowerclub. 

We would normally have been celebrating our anniversary in April with a delicious 
dinner but this year members were invited to “bring your own drink & nibbles” to 
another super Zoom demonstration with Sharon, Shirley & Lynda. Our technical 

skills now ran to having music playing in the waiting 
room and breakout rooms for members to enjoy a chat 
with friends in small groups & enjoy their wine after the 
demonstration. 

We booked demonstrators from other Areas for May and June on Zoom and 
hope, that with the anticipated lifting of covid restrictions, it will be possible for us 
all to meet again in our usual venue very soon. 

But for now, our Zoom experiences, being able to stay in touch with the majority 
of our members via email throughout the pandemic & 
some home visits with treats [sunflowers and choco-

late!] have helped us all to stay connected. We are very grateful to our commit-
tee and our members for all their support, to our very own brave Zoom demon-
strators and our Chairman, Beverley Birch who has led the club so well through 
these most extraordinary times. 

Linda Marshall 

FCMH Club Secretary. 



Jewels of South Midlands Area of NAFAS 

It’s Monday 17thMay, yet another milestone reached in the gradual return to 'normality'.  

An event over the weekend gave me one of those 'light bulb' moments: 

Along with other members of the Floral Education Association (FEA), we met for the first time since the 

start of the 'Lock Downs' which started in March 2020. 

The event was organised to ensure strict adherence to the rules, which meant, 2 separate sessions were 

organised. 

The Agenda covered the AGM, followed by a workshop titled 'Lets Frame It'. 

Discussion during the AGM suggested that, across the Area the membership of local clubs may not be 

aware of what is available to South Midlands Area of NAFAS affiliated members. 

It was felt that the Area membership understand and are, on the whole, aware of the continual training of 

Demonstrators, Speakers, Judges and Trainers (Area and National). However, there are a couple of Jew-

els in the Area Floral basket, that, have had little publicity down to club level and their membership. 

'Light Bulb Moment'! 

Use the Newsletter that replaced the Potpourri magazine and publicise these two Jewels: 

Both FEA and Centrix are Floral Education groups, each meeting 4 times a year (differing months and 

venues). They offer hands-on workshops under the guidance of talented trainers in the floral art field 

(national and occasionally internationally based). 

No specific level of skill is required, just an enthusiasm and willingness to explore and learn new         

techniques, covering all aspects of the floral art and associated skills.  

During my 3 years as a member of both Associations I can honestly say, no two workshops have been 

the same, and, I have thoroughly enjoyed every event, being introduced to some great/different ideas and 

skills. 

Members of both clubs are welcoming, friendly and relaxed, if you enjoy 'hands-on workshops' either or 

both of these associations are for you. 

If you feel either or both of these clubs could be for you, please feel free to contact: 

FEA : elliebungalow@gmail.com (Ellie Meaking) 
Centrix : margaret.rumens@btinternet.com (Margaret Rumens) 

                                       

'Lets Frame It'  FEA workshop project Saturday 15th May                                        Centrix Workshop—Jayne Edmonds 

Nic Carree – Vice Chair – South Midlands Area of NAFAS 



Please share this newsletter with your friends and club members. 

Photographs and news items for the Autumn (September) newsletter can be sent to Editor : Carol Farmer Email:  Potpourri2@hotmail.co.uk 

Jan Oldfield (Area President) presenting Simone 
Squire (retired Area Chairman)  with her belated 

retirement present from the Area, a beautiful Acer. 

Jayne Edmonds who was awarded  

3rd Place and a special award of  

Best Staged and Presented Exhibit for  
'Berry Cool' in the May International Friends 

of Floral Art & Design Competition. 

In the IFFAD April competition 'Turning a 
New Leaf', Janet Cooper was awarded    

4th place and the Special Award for best 
exhibit emphasing the use of texture. 

National Virtual Show—3rd Place 
Simone Squire—Geometrical Conversions National Virtual Show—1st Place 

Janet Cooper—A Moment in Time 

SATURDAY, 31ST JULY “IT’S TIME TO 

GET TOGETHER AND TALK” at LITTLE 

PINLEY FARM, MANOR LANE, CLAVERDON, CV35 8NH    Members are 

invited to join the Chairman, ‘At home’, with the Area Committee, from 2.30pm, for tea and 

cake and a chance to meet up with everyone after so long. We’ll have a marquee so no 

need to worry! Plenty of parking available. Tickets £5 in advance, with a floral themed raffle 

on the day Please contact Elaine Hall, Area Projects Secretary, with names and to discuss 

payment eandmhall96@gmail.com  

   Tel: 01926 843624 / 07709 419451  

ANNETTE THOMAS Area Chairman           RSVP 16th July 2021  


