
Chairman’s Chat     

Dear Members 

 

Well at long last times seem to be getting more normal.  I know a lot of 

clubs have now reopened which, after such a long time is good news.  

My own club had its first meeting last Monday and it was so good to be sitting watch-

ing wonderful arrangements being created. 

Firstly some dates for your diary.  JDSE are holding a workshop with                      

June Borrowdale on the 15th October.  I know that spaces are going to be restricted 

and they are getting a lot of interest which proves we are all keen to get back. 

It has just been announced that the next National Show will be at Gloucester Cathedral in May 2023.  A        

fabulous venue and very close for South Midlands to be able to attend and also of course take part. 

I had a wonderful day hosted by the Kettering Flower Club at Boughton House to celebrate their Sapphire  

anniversary.  The demonstration was with Arnaud Arni Métairie , and his arrangements were fabulous, it was  

made even  better by winning one myself!!! 

The National Demonstrators Test takes place on the 8th of September at St Barnabas Church Hall;  again in 

Gloucester, tickets can be obtain from HQ . I think it pays having the National Chairman living in the        

Cotswolds as events now happen a lot closer to our Area. 

A little news from the National Chairman Katherine Kear.  There is a team putting together eight designs in 

the Great Pavilion at the Chelsea Flower Show so anyone going to Chelsea do look out for them. 

Katherine, after many months of negotiations has managed to arrange for NAFAS to provide in -store demon-

strations in Morrisons supermarkets.  The firm will select 100 stores and provide everything we need, we just 

provide the members to demonstrate.  This is an excellent opportunity for us to showcase what we do to the 

general public and hopefully attract new members. 

The day of the garden party dawned I don’t think I have ever looked at the sky so much.  The tablecloths were 

put on with arrangements, then taken off again as the rain came, they didn’t go back on.  Fortunately, the rest 

of the afternoon kept fine and it was warm.  'The Team' worked like clockwork;  the husbands and friends of 

husbands parked 75 cars.  The best comment of the day I think was from one member who decided it was go-

ing to be great as “hey we’re going off roading”, I still smile about that. 

So many members, 145 of you, faces we hadn’t seen for months, the level of chatter was continuous and it was 

so obvious people were happy to see each other.  The 'tea ladies' were amazing, how many cups of tea and 

cake were drunk and eaten I have no idea. 

Thanks to everyone who came and everyone who made the day a huge success. 

I hope to see many more of you over the next few months. 

Keep safe and well all of you 

                                                                                         Annette                                
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Kettering and District Flower Club Sapphire Anniversary  

23rd July 2021  

A wonderful afternoon celebrating Kettering and 

District Flower Club’s Sapphire 65th Anniversary 

at Boughton House. It was really lovely to be to-

gether again and see so many friendly faces and 

also representatives from our NAFAS area. The 

club welcomed back Arnaud Arni Métairie to 

demonstrate for us with his tips on gardening and 

beautiful floral arrangements that he made, it was 

so nice to see him again. After the dem we had a 

lovely afternoon tea. The cake was cut by Joan 

Spencer (a past President and longest serving 

member of the club) and Margery Dix (the clubs 

current President). All members were given a 

brooch memento.  

Photos were taken by Sandra Parker.   

 

 



 
A Wedding SOS Call for The Flower Club                            

of Market Harborough 

 

It all began with an email from Amanda Burgess saying she had received an email from Miriam 
Hill, president of South Stevenage Flower Club, asking if anyone in our Area could possibly 

help her?  She was due to arrange wedding flowers for her niece but wasn’t sure she would now be able to do 
them as her husband had  been taken ill suddenly.  All the information Amanda had was that the flowers would 
be delivered to the hotel on Tuesday. The hotel is only 10 minutes from me so I wondered if we could help, I 
spoke to Miriam to see exactly what she needed. She was at the time in an ambulance transferring her husband 
from Scotland back to Hertfordshire, but she told me they wanted 2 pedestals, a long arrangement for the cere-
monial table and an arch decorating. She also mentioned she herself had previously received a Gold Medal and  
Best in Show at Chelsea Flower Show so standards were high!  My problem was that on the Wednesday, the day 
before the wedding, we were holding our President’s Tea Party, our first meeting for 18 months but before com-
mitting I decided to enquire if any of our members could help. 
 
Each member of the club I asked said yes, so we arranged to go after our tea at 6.30pm. I managed to speak to 

the groom who told me the wedding was at 2pm so we changed our 
plans and decided to meet at 9am on Thursday. Thank heavens as 
we were exhausted after the tea. With some trepidation we arrived at 
the hotel not sure what to expect .Vicki Tuffen arrived with a car full 
of foliage picked from her wonderful garden and hessian to line the 
planters for the pedestal arrangements.  Sharon Badger and Theresa 
Parratt arrived with oasis and containers, Margaret Ryan, Linda 
Marshall and I arrived with workboxes and I brought step ladders 
(the arch was quite high)!  The flowers had arrived so we set to work, 
Margaret prepared the flowers and Sharon and Vicki created 2 beau-
tiful pedestals, Theresa arranged a stunning table arrangement and 
Linda and I decorated the arch. Miriam had said NAFAS is all 
about friendship and flowers and our help was testament to it. We 
thoroughly enjoyed helping and have decided to call ourselves 'SOS 
FLOWERS' - emergency flower arrangers. I am looking into lycra 
outfits and floral capes so we are ready when the phone rings!!!!! 

Beverley Birch 

Chairman The Flower Club of Market Harborough 
   

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Tea Party 

So much to catch up on!! 

Area Basic Teaching Course Photographs from the second day of the 

Basic Teaching Course. Members who 

had already achieved success were there 

to support the remaining members 

through their day.  

This informal course will give you the 

skills and confidence to teach flower   

arranging , maybe in your own club.   

For more information contact Margaret 

Rumens or the Area Secretary  



A new RNLI Lifeboat B-923 PATRICIA SOUTHALL is launched at Blyth, Northumberland 

 

In our world of flower arranging we remember Pat with much affection as Chairman 
and President of both Solihull and Knowle Flower Clubs and the South Midlands     
Area. 

Her planning and organising was second to none, nothing was ever too much trouble. 

It is her fundraising work with the Royal National Lifeboat Institution over many years 
that we also remember her. 

Already an RNLI volunteer, Pat took early retirement from a senior position with the 
Bank and England, which gave her the opportunity to spend more time and energy to 
further help this most worthy organisation. 

Pat set up the Hall Green Guild in 1982 and, along with the Edgbaston & Harborne Guild from the early 1970’s, 
held all the key committee posts during her life.  Pat’s talents were planning and inspiring other volunteers.  She was 
responsible for a vast range of fundraising events over the years. 

Her dedication and hard work was recognised by the RNLI and she was awarded the Gold Badge in 2006,  followed 
by the Bar to the Gold Badge in 2012. In 2016 Pat became a Honorary Life Governor, the highest award possible for 
a volunteer. 

Sadly, Pat died in January 2017 and her generous legacy to the RNLI has 
funded their latest lifeboat PATRICIA SOUTHALL, stationed at Blyth, 
Northumberland.   

The Naming Ceremony and Service of Dedication of the  B-923 PATRICIA 

SOUTHALL took place on Saturday 21 August 2021.  I was surprised and 

delighted some weeks earlier to receive a call from the RNLI inviting me to 
name the lifeboat. 

It was a moving ceremony and service, with tributes to Pats life and dedica-
tion to the RNLI.  Members of the crew then manned the lifeboat and 
demonstrated her abilities.   It was very touching to see her put through her 
paces and move through the water with Pat’s name on her sides.  It was 

also interesting to learn that she had already completed one rescue.  . 

A wonderful day, with Simone and Peter Squire and Clive, sharing fond memories of Pat and the lifeboat bearing 
her name which will go on to save lives at sea. 

 

 

 

Janet James 



VISIT TO WOOLSCOTT MANOR GARDEN 14 JULY 2021 

After our successful visit to Westbrooke House, Market Harborough in 
June, I was delighted when nearly 40 members came in July to enjoy a 
lovely summer afternoon here at Woolscott; where, nearly 40 years ago, 
the Woolscott Flower Club was conceived. 

I have planted a lot of herbaceous plants over the last two years, filling 
out the 'Pink Border' with Geranium (Ann Folkard) (which was named af-

ter the sister of my husband’s late wife and bred by Ann’s husband). The 
plants include tall purple Eupatorium, Buddleias, the climbing Rose, Ger-

trude Jekyll, and Clematis growing up through the triangular trelliswork. 

The border also contains Lupins, Dahlias, Delphiniums, pink Lilies and 
the spectacular Poppy, Patty’s Plum. The 

Roses include Sir James Galway, Ispahan 

and Charles de Mills. Purple Mountain 

Spinach has been included to add height to the back and front of the border. 

On the main patio, I grow many pots of Lilies, mainly pink and some stunning 
double varieties, and four lead planters containing blue Agapanthus. Up the 
gravel path, the border on the left was inspired by the Flower Club’s visit to 
Highgrove in 2010. It is my 'Stumpery' planted, between the tree stumps, with 
Hellebores, Ferns, Hostas and Foxgloves. I have more than fifty Hosta plants – 
about twenty in pots and urns and the rest in the 'Stumpery'. I am proud that 
there are negligible holes in the leaves because I apply a liberal amount of 
crushed oyster shell under each plant and also keep the pots and urns on      
saucers filled with water – which the slugs and snails find difficulty in swim-

ming across! I also grow on the patio in pots, lots of Hydrangeas - good colour 
and last all summer. Also pink Geraniums. 

During Lockdown, we decided to curate the trees around the house and garden. This 
included felling a fifty foot Eucalyptus tree (which had surreptitiously grown out of 
control!). The stump now makes a fine seat for my Flowerpot Man. He was originally 
named 'Larry Lockdown' but my daughter-in-law renamed him more appropriately  
'Sir Terry Cotta'. 

We have recently added, to the circular Arbour of Rosa Super Fairy climbers, a further 
three standard Roses (Flowering Carpet), Clematis (Niobe and Jackmanii), Hebe 

(Gauntlettii), Lobelia (Hadspen Purple) and Phlox Perniculata (Sweet Summer). By the 

pond, we erected on St. David’s Day, a new wooden pergola in recognition of my hus-
band’s return from ICU after suffering from Covid. We have planted climbing Roses (Pink Perpetue and Park-

direktor Riggers) and Clematis and under planted with Sedums and Heucheras. 

The garden has taken shape over 54 years. The one lesson I have learned is that my tastes change constantly! I 
could not have imagined when I first moved to Woolscott how much the garden (and, indeed, my life) could 
change. It has been a great privilege for me to share this journey with the members of the Woolscott Flower 
Club. 

Carolyn Thompson 

Club President and Founder 

Rose—Charles de Mills 
Papaver –Lady Bird Hosta Patriot with no holes! 



IN SEARCH OF THE EXOTIC!   HOW PINEAPPLE MANIA GRIPPED BRITAIN 

In1496 when Christopher Columbus brought the first pineapple to Europe, 
the spiky exotic fruit created a sensation.  

The pineapple is a tropical plant whose fruit is edible and part of the     
family Bromeliaceae and is indigenous to South America.  European pine-
apple cultivation was pioneered in the Netherlands.  Matthew Decker, a 
wealthy Dutch merchant grew the first commercially viable crop of pine-
apples in Britain.  A close friend of his, Richard Bradley Professor of Bota-
ny at Cambridge, wrote a guidebook on how to grow them in glasshouses.  
By the Georgian era, pineapples could be raised with comparative ease in 
the British Isles, thus starting Pineapple Mania. Pineapples were incorpo-
rated into still life paintings, usually commissioned by the wealthy to show their success in their ability to grow 

such a specimen. The pineries needed care round the clock, custom built greenhouses and a mountain of ma-
nure. The fruit took three to four years to bloom. The cost of rearing each one was the equivalent of £3000, re-
sulting in the notion that it was wasteful to eat them and so they remained as dinner table ornaments. Ornate 
displays of the golden fruit appeared in the windows of London’s best luxury fruit seller, Owens and Bentley, 
dazzling shoppers and selling for 6 shillings, the equivalent at the time, of one week’s wages for a junior gar-
dener.  For those who did not have the funds to grow their own fruit, pineapple rental shops sprang up to satis-
fy demand. 

Joseph Paxton the head gardener to the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth was a particularly successful pine-
apple grower whose fruit were the envy of every estate and won medals at Horticultural Shows. Cultivation of 
the pineapple all the year round became the measure of a gardener’s skill and a pinery was mandatory for every 
estate kitchen garden and remained so for almost another century. A restored 19th century manure heated 
pineapple pit can be seen in action, complete with steaming dung pits and fruiting pines, at the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan at St Austell in Cornwall. While hothouses on grand estates tried but often failed to raise pineapples to 
fruition. The pineapple therefore became an emblem of lavish hospitality, both edible, architectural, and aes-
thetic. 

Stone pineapples appeared on plinths outside grand manor houses, signifying to passers-by, the largesse and 
standing of the family within. They topped garden temples, figured in countless paintings and were turned into 
enormous sculptures, which graced many famous gardens. Companies producing home goods began to cash in 
on the pineapple as a status symbol. Wedgewood, the makers of fine china, began to produce tableware with 
pineapple themes including a teapot in the shape of a pineapple. The pineapple motif began to appear on wall-
paper, furnishing fabrics and fashion garments, even Public Houses took the name and had painted signs of a 
pineapple to illustrate the hospitality within. 

Pineapples were still exhibited at horticultural shows in the 1900s, but ironically, just as pineapple cultivation 
was being perfected, the demand for home-grown pineapple began to dwindle as imported fruits began to arrive 
in a much better condition than in the past. Cargoes of pineapples from the Bahamas were arriving in London, 
lessening their price and rendering them common. They were selling in the London streets during the summer 
months and a moderately sized fruit could be had for half a crown each.  However, the visual legacy of the 
pineapple craze of previous centuries still lives on around us.  Its distinctive look, along with its history as an 
exotic and highly prestigious fruit, firmly established its place in the visual aesthetic. 

Today, the once exclusive pineapple, is so abundant that it is easy to forget that a single fruit costing several 
thousand pounds to produce in the 18th century, can now be purchased in a supermarket for around £1.00.  In 
The Southern States of America it is still customary to leave a pineapple outside a house to celebrate a home-
coming. So, next time you are invited to a housewarming party, forget the bouquet of flowers and bring a pine-
apple instead.  It’s an historical reference after all. 

Taken and abbreviated from an article by Jennifer Adams from Passenham 

Photo:  One of the Pineapple gateposts outside Carolyn Thompson’s house. 

 



Please share this newsletter with your friends and club members. 

Photographs and news items for the Winter (January) newsletter can be sent to  

Editor : Carol Farmer Email:  Potpourri2@hotmail.co.uk 

by 1st January 2022 

FUTURE DIARY DATES 

19 November 2021 
Area AGM via Zoom 
 

2022 

 

25 March—Area Members Day at 
the Manor Hotel, Meriden. 
 

15 July—Area Diamond Anniversary 
Celebration Lunch at the Hilton/
Marriot Hotel, Warwick. 

 

17/18 September—Area Diamond 
Anniversary Flower Show at Wren 
Hall. 
 

18 November—Area AGM via 

Zoom. 
 

Area Council Meeting for 2022 
are proposed for  

12 January 

10 March 

22 June 

15 September 
 


