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Dear Members, a very Happy Christmas to you all. 

Where ever you celebrate the season and with whom, 

it is bound to be slightly away from the norm.  

Here from your Board, we bring you ‘Greetings’. 

 

 
 
 
Do you know just sometimes a ring on the doorbell on 

an afternoon can brighten a moment? I was speaking 

with two special long-standing friends, they knew I 

had become Chairman, offering support they had 

picked up on a comment I made. That comment came 

to fruition when I answered the door and a parcel was 

put on the floor for me. An early Christmas gift that 

was opened immediately, although it was November I 

wanted to open it in front of my friends so I did. I have 

to admit it reduced me to tears!! It was 12 individually 

wrapped bars of chocolate, as you see here.... 

 

 
 
During that previous conversation when they offered 

their best wishes I had said I would be fine as long as I 

had a year’s supply of chocolate to keep me going. 

Well I’ve no excuse now, I’ve got the chocolate.  

 

It’s sometimes the simple things in life that take 

root and spread. It’s the friendly face at a club 

meeting, the banter whilst watching a demonstration, 

the little purchases from the plant stall and sales table 

that you truly don’t need, can’t find room for but 

need all the same!  Now we need to ensure we can 

facilitate a return to club meetings when circumstance 

permits so those little things can grow again. Let’s 

keep our clubs going during this phase of no contact. 

 

By now you should have heard about our Virtual 

National Show, viewable throughout the whole of 

April, demonstrations, talks, how to sessions and 

competitions. It will be a change and that is not 

always bad, it can take us forward if we allow.  

 

I am thinking about our church crib at the moment, 

each year we create something different from 

previous years. Last year we went quite traditional as 

you see. The year before someone wrapped the infant 

in gold sparkled fabric, that was not so popular. 

Neither was the curates’ effort the year before the 

sparkle crisis, he wrapped a potato in foil and covered 

it in Holly. Looked lovely. 2 weeks later the smell in 

the church was atrocious.  

 

From Katherine Kear 

(National Chairman) 

Gloucester 
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He had put the design on top of a heater, the potato 

had baked, rotted and liquified. You certainly learn a 

lot when you do the church Christmas flowers!  

 
 

 
 
Where ever you are for the festive season put a light 

in a window and remember at this time of year 

traditionally the Christmas spirit is of giving and 

goodwill. A mantra I have always found a support is 

‘Peace on earth will come to stay,  

when we live Christmas every day.’ 
Keep safe and I do hope I can visit some of you in 

2021!  

Katherine.  

 

 

What a strange year we have had!  Thank heaven for 

social media and Zoom, without either of which we 

would have felt so isolated.  I have never been so 

early in getting out the Christmas decorations and 

have spent a nostalgic afternoon deciding what to use 

this year! 

Even though many of us won't be celebrating with our 

family and friends, they won't be far from our 

thoughts and with this in mind I send my best wishes 

for Christmas and the New Year and look forward to 

our clubs meeting again and sharing our love of 

flowers. 

Ann 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Christmas greetings to you all.  

Hasn’t the time flown by and Christmas is nearly here.  

As a newly appointed director I would like to thank 

the Area Chairmen who voted for me to join the 

board of directors. 

From Ann Harding 

Skipton 
From Mala Williams 

Hythe, Hampshire 
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It has been a great honour for me, and a steep 

learning curve and I am settling into my new role and 

enjoying working with a lovely caring team.  Together 

we are working hard for you and your society. I expect 

your Christmas plans are a little different this year and 

on reflection we can only look ahead and wish for a 

brighter future. 

Take care of yourselves, your families and friends and 

we look forward to seeing you all in the new year. 

WISHING YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPPY NEW 

YEAR 

Kind regards – Mala x 

 

 

 

 

 

A weird year. The last thing I remember of normality 

was the honour of acting as “gopher” in Westminster 

Abbey for the talented NAFAS flower arrangers for 

Commonwealth Observance this March; then soon 

after that, the shutters came down. Over the past 

seven or eight months my thoughts have quite often 

returned to that evening and the deep feeling of 

peace you get in such a wonderful space when it is 

quiet and almost empty. Here are some images taken 

on that occasion. 

  

From Peter Mathers 

York 
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Below is a close up of the design created by the then 

National President Sue Brinton near the West Door 

 

 

 

A bird’s eye view of the nave… 

 

 

 

and here is the nave, looking east 

 

Not only is Christmas a time of reflection, you are able 

to look forward to the coming new year secure in the 

knowledge that the winter solstice has passed and the 

days will soon grow longer and brighter. Sending best 

wishes to you all and I hope that 2021 will be the year 

that we can finally start to meet all our friends again. 

In peace, friendship and hope 

Peter x 
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“Lockdown at Primrose Cottage”… No lunch 

gatherings, no meeting up with family – here we are 

again in lockdown.  
 

 

 

 

 

However, this is the view from my bedroom window 

and when I look out every day I realise how lucky I am 

to be surrounded by such beauty.  

 

I am looking forward to getting together with all my 

friends in the flower world but, for now, will continue 

to enjoy the view. I wish all our Members a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ellie x 

 

 

 

From Ellie Meaking 

Beoley, Redditch 
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Happy Christmas everyone.  What a year for myself 

and for us all: the children studying at home instead 

of school and university, myself returning to work in 

the NHS, and becoming a newly appointed Director. 

This year has challenged us all to find new ways of 

working and socialising both for our flower clubs and 

ourselves. Virtual meetings via Zoom and Microsoft 

Teams are now the “new normal”. However this can 

be seen as a great move for the Board who are now 

meeting every few weeks, and working closely 

together to help move the charity forward.  

As many of us couldn’t celebrate our birthdays, I have 

decided that 2020 didn’t happen and therefore we are 

all a year younger.  So, on that positive note I would 

like to wish you all a fabulous Christmas and New 

Year. Here is to 2021 being a year of celebration and 

joy and an abundance of flower arranging.  

Love and best wishes 

Nicky  

 

 

 

I welcome this opportunity to send Festive Greetings 

to you all. We know that, for some, Christmas will be 

very different this year. We may get to see some, but 

not all, of our family. How good that technology can 

provide us with a Yuletide chat with loved ones, be 

they close by or far away. Salisbury Cathedral flower 

arrangers have created a Christmas trail using plant 

materials associated with the season. Many of them 

have not arranged since early Spring and were 

delighted to be back - socially distanced of course. I 

thought you might like to see images of one display I 

created for the hay in the manger… 

 

 

 
 

From Michael Bowyer MBE 

Salisbury 

From Nicky Wylie  

Cheshire 
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along with urns of those Christmas staples Ilex and 

Hedera, better known as holly and ivy.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photography by Ash Mills. 

 

The prospect of a vaccine on the horizon is good news 

for all, that things may at last return to some kind of 

normal. 

 

I wish you a peaceful and blessed Christmas, and may 

we all see a chink of sunlight in the New Year. 

 

Michael 

 

 
 

 

 

 


